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to one who has been in many respects mercilessly con-
demned by history. Du Barry had the opportunities of the
Pompadour, hut, to her credit be it said, that through-
out the whole of her meteoric career at the Court of
Versailles only one lettre-de-cachet was issued by her.
Such magnanimity of mind in one who met with such
universal abuse at the hands of Voltaire and others is ex-
ceedingly remarkable. There is a short preface to the
Memoirs couched in light vein.

Taken altogether, this collection may be said adequately
to represent the mission of the memoir-writer, which is
to illume and illustrate history, to give side lights upon
the events that control the destinies of nations, and to
enable posterity to judge rightly the motives that swayed
the great characters of historyher Memoirs supply much of the
